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DIocESsE of Worceſter. 


| HE favourable Reception of the following 
Diſcourſe at the ſeveral Stages of my late Viſi- 


lation, and tbe unanimous Importunity, as 
well as private Sollicitation of many of my 


27 | Brethren, that it might appear in a more publick 

* Manner, had, 1 9wn, conſiderable Weight againſt the 

4 RNeluctance of my own Mind to publiſh a Performance 
fo very imperfe@, 


BUT after having thus deliberated for ſome Time, 
imputing much to the Candir and good Nature fo re- 
markable in the ſeveral Parts of the Dioceſe where it 
is my Happineſs to be placed; I was perſuaded, that 
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(wv) 
in the preſent Circumſtances of Afﬀairs, it no longer 
remained Matter of Choice, but of Duty, to declare 
aloud the united Senſe of ſo conſiderable and worthy a 
Body of Men, as the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Worceſ- 
ter, upon both Parts of our excellent Conſtitution. 


T HE impious Rebellion that has now, as @ heavy 
Fudgment for our manifold Offences, extended its 
cruel and d:/irutftive Operations to this Part of the 
united Kingdom, and by nearer» Approaches meditates 
and threatens the total Subverſion of this Proteſlant 
Church, rendered it highly expedient to publiſh to the 
World, as cur cool aud deliberate Sentiments, previous 


to any immediate Alarm, the well-grounded Convic- 


tion we are all under of the real Neceſſity of ſupport- 
ing, with our utmoſt Efforts, a gracious Proteſtant 
Prince, in order to ſupport the Church of England, 
and preſerve the valuable Liberties of our Country. 


IT appeared, moreover, highly ſeaſonable. at this 
perilous Juncture, to recollect and revolve in _our own 
Minds the ſolid Foundations, upon which this excel- 


tent reformed Church is unqueſtionably built, Never 


could ſuch Reflettions be mare proper than at a Time, 


when our Proteſtant Fellow-Subjects are actually gone 
farth 10 Battle, and are now expoſing. their Lives 


in Defence of our holy Religion; and when we our- 


ſelves may be obliged to ſtrive, in the Jame glorieus 


Cauſe, even unto Blacd. 
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'TIS the Divine Mercy alone, and not Popiſh Ve- 
racity or Popiſh Clemency, upon which cur Dependance 
for Safety muſ} be founded. God's undeſerved Good:- 
neſs we truſt will ſoon deliver us from this fiery Trial: 
Otherwiſe, theſe cruel Mockings and Scourgings, 
thoſe Bonds and Impriſouments, thoſe various Tor 

1 tures and ſundry Kinds of Death endured by our pi- 
27 ous Predeceſſors, the Bleſſed Reformers in the ori- 

i ginal Eſtabliſhment, mujt unavoidably become our 

grievous Lot in the Defence and Preſervation of this 
Proteſtant Church. I need not mention what to you 
7s ſo well known ; that by the whole Tenor of the Popiſh 
Deftrine and Practice, Aſſurances in Favour of Here- 
ſy the' ever ſo ſolemnly confirmed, like Vows to commit 

Murder which Popery does not .efteem a more bei- 
nous Crime, not only may, but muſt be violated; 
non obſtante fide & juramento, 


EC: ._. 


POPERY is the fame artful, treacherous, cruel, 

unrelenting Superſtition ; however fallible in other 

Points, is ſtill infallibly inflexible in the Maxims of Per- 

1 ſecution: And accordingly. 1s now publickly exerting an 

* eager and. malicious Zeal, even with great Hazard 

= to its Votaries, in order to compleat at once, by Vio- 

Mm lience and Bloodſhed, our total Ruin; and lad this Free, 

Proteftant Kingdom with the Chains of double Bor 
dage, an accurſed Subjection to France and to Rome. 


TIS 


(vi) 


"TI'S the lating Honour of the Biſhops and Clergy 
of the Church of England, always to be treated as 


the diſtinguiſhed Objects of Popiſh Rage. Even upon 


the preſent Occafion, their juſt Concern for pure 
and undefiled Religion has already, early as it 16, 
frocured them this Honour, 


WHILE on the contrary, to animate the Zeal of 
thoſe who might be cautious and liſt active in this 


wicked Cauſe, Arong Encouragement, in Terms well 
underſlood, is given on the Popiſh Side. 


IN the conſtant Language and Intention of a Pa- 
pit, Heretics are never confidered as conſtituting a 
Chriſtian CnhuRcH: This Epithet is entirely appro- 
priated to their own uncharitable Communion. The 
Church of England in their Mouth indiſputably means 
the Popiſh Church ſelled in England by Papal Autho- 
tity, and never aboliſhed by that Authority, which to 
them is Supreme. In their Confideration, therefore, 
This and this only is the Church of England by Law 

eftablifhed, For the reſt; what Proteſtants call the 
| Church is in Popiſh Eſtimation no other than a Com- 
pany of Heretics, who like Heathens and Publicans, 
not being within the Pale of the Romiſ Church, are 


in a State of Damnation, This is well known and 
unacrſiood, 


BUT 
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BUT when ſeditious Libels, the juft Objefts of 
public Indignation, lately publiſhed under aſſumed Ti- 
tles of high Authority, go ſtill farther, make favour- 
able Declarations and give Aſſurances for a Religion 
that is to be reinſtated, the Matter is cleared up be- 
yond all Diſpute to every Papilt ; nur can any Pro- 
teſtant doubt what Religion (whether a Popith or a 
Proteſtant Church) can now be REINSTATED!---Re- 
inſtated by the Diſturber of our Peace, the Invader of 
eur Country, the profeſſed Ally of France, who has 
never once denied or difjembled his own bigotted At- 
tachment to Popery ! 


AND to make this Matter, i poſſible, till more 
evident, the Act of Parliament for uniting the two 
Kingdoms, however beneficial to both, is to be aboliſhed 
in the moſt arbitrary Manner, becauſe it contains an 
explicit, laſting and effeftual Proviſion for the Efa- 
bliſhment of the Proteflant Religion; confirms and 
perpetuates the Laws made for that Purpoſe, regu- 
lates the Coronation of every ſucceeding Prince with 
this View, and appoints a ſuitable Oath to be then 
taken, This ſolemn and important A of the Legiſ- 
lature of both Kingdoms is already in the mol! pre- 
ſumptuous Manner declared null and void; witheout 
the Concurrence even of any pretended Parliament! 
What an early and encouraging Specimen is this to 
the Popiſh Faction, that the firmeſt Securities pro- 
vided by Law for the Preſervation of this Proteſtant 
Church, are to be trampled upon and dejiroved ! And. 
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alſo that the Power not meerly of. diſpenſing wth, 
but cf abrogating at Pleaſure the moſt ſalutary Las 
is avowedly made the Maxi nis of the intended future 


Tyranny ; tis paßte t call it Government. 


8 


T ſhall add no more, nof doubting the . of 
your ſeaſonable Care and Earneſtneſs, by public and 
private Endeavours to excite in your People a zealous 
Concern fer our holy Religion, and for the only human 


Means of tranſmitting that invaluable Ble Yong fo our 
Poſterity, 


May that divine Providence, which has fo ien 
appeared our Safeguard and Protection, now again 
preſerve us from the Malice of our implacable Ene- 
mies; that the Reign of our Gracious Sovereign may 


be long and proſperous, and that this Proteſtant Church 


may under him and his Royal Progeny flouriſh thro 


all ſucceeding Ages, continue the Bulwark of the Re. | 


Formation, and a Praiſe in the whole Earth! 


I am, with much Regard, 


Your affectionate Brother, 


November, 


26, 1745. Is ac WoRcEsTER, 


Lord Biſhop of Worceſter 
Ar He 
PRIMA RVVISITATION. 


My Reverend Brethren, 
\ N 7 HEN Divine Providence was pleaſed to 
call me to the important Duty of inſpect- 
| ing this Dioceſe, it was extreamly natural 
to reflect upon the great Abilities, the high Cha- 
racter and well deſerved Eſteem of many who had 
gone be fore me; in particular, to recollect the diſtin- 
guiſhed Qualifications of the ſeveral eminent Prelates, 
who in continued late en, had uſefully filled 
this Epiſcopal Chair. 


B AND 
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Anp tho' Memory may carry ſome of us back to 
thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, whoſe uncommon Accom- 
pliſhments, both natural and acquired ; whoſe great 
Compaſs of Learning, employed and improved 
with much Judgment and Penetration ; will tranſ- 
mit their vencrable Names to late Poſterity, with all 
that juſt Regard, which can follow true Piety, exten- 
five Knowledge, and a ſteady Attachment to our 
whole excellent Conſtitution ; not meerly as Friends 
and Well-wiſhers, but as able and ſucceſaſul Advo- 
cates, when ſuch Advocates were moit wanted.--— 
Yet the engaging Qualities of my immediate Pre- 
deceſſor, more recent in your Thoughts; that Piety 
and Prudence; that Chriſtian Fortitude, which ſo 
happily for this Church and Nation, ſupported him 
in the dangerous Day of Trial, mixt with ſo much 
Sweetneſs and engaging Condeſcenſion, ſo much Hu- 
manity, Goodneſs and Generoſity, muſt fix his amia- 
ble Character with deep Impreſſions upon your 
Mind; and give a Senſe of the Loſs this Dioceſe has 


tuſtained, which cannot, in Gratitude ought not 
eaſily to be effaced. 


THESE Conſiderations, tho' attended with great 
Diſadvantages to a Succeſſor ſo very unequal, 
afforded however the comfortable Proſpect, which 
I am extremely well pleaſed to find confirmed upon 
Experience, of a well regulated Dioceſe and an 
exemplary Clergy, And how impracticable ſoever 

it 
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it may be for me, fully to ſuſtain a Character you 
have ſeen in late Inſtances fo well ſupported; next to 
the Divine Aſſiſtanee, I defire, my Reverend Pre- 
thren, moſt chearfully to rely upon your Friendly 
Candour, and Brotherly Help and Advice; and muſt 
add a Requeſt, not thought inexpedient by an in- 
ſpired Apoftle in his own Caſe, but certainly re- 
quiſite and neceſſary for all ſucceeding Governors of 
the Church, Brethren pray for us, that the Word ＋ 
God may in every Thing be glorified. 


From the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity, the In- 
ſpection and Viſitation of their ſeveral Dioceſes, has 
been always eſteemed one principal Branch of the 
Duty annexed to the Epiſcopal Office and Character: 
And before the general Commands of the New Teſ- 
tament, for the Government, Peace and Order of 
Chriſtian Societies, were accommodated by ſettled 
Rules and Canons, to particular Exigencies, and 
ſuited to the various Circumſtances of the Chriſtian 
Church: Or before the Appointment of certain ſub- 
ordinate Officers in particular Diſtricts, to inform and 
aſſiſt the Biſhop ; Epiſcopal Viſitations, as Circum- 
ſtances then required, were much more frequent than 
now by Cuſtom obtains, Several of the antient 
Councils mention theſe frequent Viſitations, as hav- _ 
ing ſubſiſted very early in the Church. Antique 
conſuetudinis ordo ſervetur ; & annuts vicibus dias _ 
ceſes ab Epiſoopis viſitentur; is a Decree of one of 
theſe Councils: Our own provincial Conſtitutions 
B 2 llikewiſe 
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, likewiſe take Notice of the fame annnal, or ſome 
tunes more frequent Afiemblies, 


IT is indeed become leſs neceflary, as it is alfo 
leſs troubleſome, to ſubje& the Clergy of the Church 
of England to theſe repeated Inſpections and Inqui- 
ries by their Biſhops ; or to cal! them to annual, or 
more frequent Synods, to adjuſt the Buſineſs of, or 
frame Regulations for a particular Dioceſe : When 
very excellent and uſeful Rules are univerſally pre- 
ſcribed by a higher and more general Authority; 

when the antient Form of Epiſcopal Government, 
originally eſtabliſhed in the Chriſtian Church, is 
carefully preſerved ; when the genuine Articles of 

the Chriſtian Faith are profeſſed, and Divine Worſhip 
is celebrated in the Uſe of an excellent Liturgy, 
that does true Honour to its judicious and pious Com- 
pilers, and contributes { greatly to the Aſſiſtance, 
the Comfort and Edification, of ſcrious Chriſtians ; 
when uſeful Rules and Canons are already framed 
and confirmed for the Polity and Government, of 
Things and Perſons Eccleftaftical : The Frequercy of 
ſuch Aſſemblies as the preſent, is become lefs neceſ- 
ſary; and the Buſineſs of theſe folemn Interviews 
between Biſhops and their Clergy more contracted, 

as the preſent Purport and Deſign is not to frame 
Rules or Canons; or to paſs Judgment, founded 
upon general Principles of Expedience, by an Appli- 
cation of general Maxims to undetermined Caſes, 
but to inquire how far wiſe and uſeful Orders and 


Rules 
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Rules have been obſerved and practiſed, and to re- 
commend and enforce the careful Obſervation of ſuch 
Appointments. And very happily for us, the Diffi- 
culties, on ſome Occaſions the melancholy Diſputes 
that have ariſen in adjuſting Matters of Importance, 
before theſe Rules were fix'd and ſettled, are no 
Part of our Lot and Condition, 


Duty and Wiſdom therefore, as well as the Inte- 
reſt of the Church of England, conſpire to recom- 
mend not only a thorough Acquaintance with our 
well-framed Conſtitution, which muſt prove the Pa- 
rent of Eſteem ; but alſo a ſtrict Obſervance of its 
Rules for our Conduct, and for the decent and bene- 
ficial Adminiſtration of divine Offices wiſely preſcri- 
bed, and fully eſtabliſhed by competent Authority ; 
as the beſt Means to ſatisfy our own Minds, and 


place the Conſtitution itſelf 1 in its juſt and beau- 
tiful Light. 


AnD for this Reaſon, the preſent Time carmot, 
in my Apprehenſion, be more uſefully and properly 
employed, than in bringing to our Remembrance 
the Excellency of that religious Eſtabliſhment, in 
which it is our Duty, and will be our Honour and 
Reward, to be faithful Miniſters and Stewards. 
Such a general Survey, tho' perhaps very little new 
Matter can be now offered, not only appears proper, 
as a Foundation for more particular Directions, but 
will greatly conduce to engage that affectionate Reve- 


tende; 
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rence, that zealous Concern, and ſecure that careful 
Obedience which will be moſt effectual to preſerve 
the goodly Fabric, and promote the great End of 


every religious Appointment, the Glory of Gop, 
and the Salvation of Mankind, 


Tur juſt Meaſure and Rule of the Goodneſs of 
any Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, is an Adherence to 
the Precepts and Inſtitutions of our bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, In this View, my Reverend Bre- 
thren, there is great Reaſon for Thankfulneſs to di- 
vine Providence, and to congratulate the public 
Happineſs, that ſo great Regard has been paid, in 
every eſſential and important Branch of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment, to the ſacred Injunctions of the Goſpel. 


Tur Appearance and Tranſactions of this Day 
would in me be an high Uſurpation upon my Bre- 
thren; and in you a blameable Countenance of ſuch 
Invaſion, if it were not certain that our great Lord 
and Maſter had appointed different Officers, to 
miniſter in his Church, with different Powers, from 
the Infancy of Chriſtianity, He gave ſome Apoſtles, 

. and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeh/ts, and ſome 
| Paſtors, and Teachers. And till with more expreſs 
Superiority ; Gop hath ſet in the Church firſt Apo- 

files ; ſecondarily Prophets; thirdly Teachers. 


Brsioxs the Miſſion of the ſeventy Diſciples, by 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, under a Character 
inferior 


(7) 
inferior to the Apoſtles ; the Appointment of 
TiMoTHY and Titus, to be Biſhops of Epheſus 
and Crete, with Authority and Powers mani- 


feſtly Epiſcopal, fix this Point upon a Foundation, 
too firm and ſolid, to be ſhaken by the ſometimes 
promiſcuous Uſe of the Words Preſbyter and Biſhop : 
Which Apellations, as well as ſome others, in the 
Beginning of Chriſtianity, were ſo little aſcertained, 
that we find the great Apoſtle St. Paul denominates 
himſelf a Deacon. Mberegf, ſays he, ſpeaking of 
the Goſpel, I was made a Deacon, A409; ; in our 
Tranſlation a Miniſter, Epheſ. iii. 7. But in his 
Epiſtle to TIMOTRVY, I beſought, ſays he, thee ts 
abide ſtill at Epheſus, that thou mighteſt caarGt ſome 
that THEY TEACH 20 other Doctrine. Ag ainſt an l- 
der receive not an Accuſation, but before tao or three 
Witneſſes. What manifeſt Superiority is this! Lay 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man: Reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long Suffering and Docirine. The Things 
that thou haſt heard of me, the ſame coMMIT TH 
to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others, 
Charging them before the Lord, that they firive not 
about Words to no Profit, but to the ſubverting of 
the Hearers. 


AND to Titus in like manner: For this Cauſe, left 
T thee in Crete, that THO ſhoulde/t ſet in Order the 
Things that are wanting, and ORDAIN Elders in every. 
City, as I hed appointed Thee, Theſe things ſpeak, 
and exhort, and rebuke with all Authority, Let u 


Man. 
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man Yeſpiſe thee. How clearly do theſe Paſſages 
evince that the Powers of Ordination, Cenfure and 


Rebuke ; that, real Authority ſuperior to meer 
Preſbyters, or Elders, was veſted in theſe primitive 


Biſhops ? 


Nor was there any thing particular in the Caſe 
of Epheſus, and Crete; for in like manner it fully 
appears from the Records of Chriſtian Antiquity, 
that when the Apoſtles ceaſed to take the immediate 
Care and Overſight of other Churches, they ap- 
pointed Biſhops, and commited to them, the In- 
ſpection and Government of thoſe Churches. 


Bxs1Des the Catalogues of the Biſhops of the 
ſeveral Sces, we find recorded in Euſebius; Tertul- 
nan, who you know lived in the ſecond Century, 
ſtates this Matter of Fact beyond all Contradiction: 
Speaking of ſome Hereſies that falfly claimed a pre- 


audent interſerere je ætati apotolice, edunt origines 
ecclefiarum ſuarum, evolvant ordinem Fpiſcoporum 
fuorum, ita per ſucceſſtones ab initio decurrentem, 
ur primus ille epiſcopus, aliquem ex apoſtolis vel 
apoſtolicis viris, qui tamen cum apoſtolis per ſeverave- 
rint, babuerit auctorem et anteceſſorem. Hoc enim 


modo ecclgſæ apoftolice cenſus fuss deferunt ficut 


Smyrnacrum ecclefia habens Polycarpum ab Joanne 


 eentocatum refert ; ficat Remanorum Glementem 4 


Petro ordinatum edit, — And then he adds theſe 


remarkable 


ſcription from the Apoſtles, cæterum, ſays he, / que 
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(9) 
remarkable Words. Proinde utique et ceteræ [ecclefie] 
exhibent quos ab apoſtolis in epiſcopatum conſlitutos, a- 
poſtolici ſemints traduces habeant. Among a Variety 
of other Proof, the Epiſtles of Ignatius, who lived 
in the firſt Century, might well be added, Vain 
Efforts have indeed been made to diſcredit theſe 
Epiſtles, but the learned Labours of a late emi- 
nent Prelate have effectually vindicated the genuine 
Authority of theſe valuable Remains of Chriſtian 
Antiquity ; and thereby evinced that the firſt Chri- 
{tian Churches were certainly governed by their 
reſpective Biſhops. 


8o notorious is this Fact, that the moſt able Ad- 
vocates for modern Parity, Biondel and Salmaſſus ad- 
mit, thatEpiſcopacy univerſally obtained in the mid- 
dle of the ſecond Century. Strange indeed, if it ſhould 
only have begun then ! Utterly inconceivable, that 
in thoſe pure Times, purified by the Fire of Per- 
ſecution, the whole Chriſtian Church in ſo many 
different places, ſhould at once have perverted a 
Form of Government, which they all knew to be 
inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


CHANGEs and Alterations of much leſs Conſe- 
quence, have not often been thus accompliſhed 
without any, the leaſt Notice or Diſturbance. Nor 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that all the Preſbyters thro' 
the whole Chriſtian World, ſhould at once quietly 
C 3 
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and tamely deliver up Powers conferred upon them, 
a few Years before, by Divine Inſtitution ; without 
Struggle or Oppoſition. No one faithful Friend 
within the Church to admoniſh her of this ſuppoſed 
Departure from the original Appointment ; nor any 
of thoſe various Heretics who left her Communion, 
or depraved her Doctrine, to triumph in Reproaches 
upon ſuch a notorious Deviation, had there been 
any Foundation for ſuch Reproaches. 


Tur Numbers converted to Chriſtianity very early 
in the Chriſtian Ara, which is univerſally admitted 
when this Controverſy is not in immediate View, 
were by much too confiderable, in many places, to 
aſſemble together in one fingle Congregation : And 
yet in the largeſt and moſt populous Cities, where 
the Word of Gop ſo mightily grew and prevailed, 
do we ever find, at any one Time, more than one 
Biſhop; tho' in the Nature of Things, there muſt 
have been ſeveral different Aſſemblies of Chriſtians; 
eſpecially when a State of Perſecution admitted not 
of ſpacious public Buildings ? 


In the 8th Canon of the Council of Nice, if we 
go back to that antient and numerous Aſſemblage of 
Chriſtian Biſhops, we find a remarkable Provifion 
made for the Reception and Re- inſtatement of the 
Novatian Biſhops as well as Clergy, upon their Re- 
pentance, and promiſing to act in a more charitable 
manner, and to obſerve the Decrees of the Catholic 
4 Church : 
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Church : But this Re-eſtabliſhment in their Epiſ- 
copal Office, was to be executed in fuch a Manner, 
and is ſtrictly guarded with ſo many Cantions, that 
in no Event, there ſhould be two Biſhops in any 
one City; ; as is expreſsly declared in the Canon ſelf, 


Iva un ty Th nie de trioxora wo, 


Tis therefore a wel founded Obſervation of the 
learned Biſhop Beverige, in his Notes upon the 
Canons of this Council: N ecclefia Chriſtiana, ab ip- 
fa origine, Epiſcopis ſuis gaviſa eft, fic et nibilo un- 
quam magis ſolicita fuit, quam ut eodem in loco code m- 
que tempure, unus folus Epifcopus clero plebique proafi- 
cerettir, St. Cyprian, near Seventy Years befare the 
Meeting of this Conncil, had in like manner declar- 
ed it a ſettled Maxim in the Chriſtian Church; 
Epiſcopo femel facto, & collegarum ac plebis teſtimonia 
& judicio comprobato, alium conſiitui nullo modo 


poje. 


SEVERAL other Proofs might be farther urged, 
particularly the Power of Ordination, peculiarly 
veſted in, and always exerciſed by the Bithaps ; 
which is admitted by antient Writers, who are no 
way partial to Epifcopal Authority, And, what is of 
great moment to prove the Diſtinction of the Orders 
of Preſbyter and Biſhop, we always find a diſtinct 
Conſecration to the Epiſcopal Office, Proviſion is 
accordingly made for this purpoſe, by the „it of 
that very antient Collection of Canons, called Apo- 


82 ſtolical, 
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ſtolical; and by the fourth of the Council of Nice, 
for the Conſecration of Biſhops, agreeably to the 
conſtant Practice of the Chriſtian Church, by a 
new and ſolemn Deſignation, with Prayer and Im- 
poſition of Hands, by the comprovincial Biſhops, 
ordaining and appointing the Biſhop elect, to a new 
and diſtin Order and Office. So little were Preſ- 
byters and Biſhops conſidered as the ſame in thoſe 
primitive Times 


BuT enough has been already faid, to vindicate 
that part of our Conſtitution, which is expreſsly de- 
clared, by ſeveral antient Laws, to be originally 
founded in Prelacy, particularly in the Statute of 
Carli/le, in the Reign of Edward I. And the Statute 
of Proviſors in the Reign of Edward III. Enough, 
to give all the Satisfaction a Matter of Fact will 
admit, that we are plainly in this reſpect, of the 
Houſhold of Gop, built upon the Foundation of 
the Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf the great Biſhop 
and Shepherd of our Souls, being the chief Corner 
Stone, 


NE1THER can it be alledged, that the Exerciſe 
of Epiſcopal Power is extended beyond its due 
Bounds, when in Procefles of a criminal Nature or 
in Caſes where Property is concerned, every Sen- 
tence by the Biſhop or his Officers is ſubje&, accord- 
ing to very antient Practice, to a Review before the 
Metropolitan : And if that Determination proves 
unſatis- 


2 
unſatisfactory, the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature has 
devolved the Cauſe to the Cognizance of the it. 
preme Ordinary, the King himſelf, in a Judicature 
conſtituted with great Wiſdom and Impartiality, a 
Court of Delegates. 


AxD here our Felicity is remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
from many Kingdoms in Europe, by the Enjoyment 
of compleat and impartial Juſtice at Home; with- 
out that ignominious and expenſive SubjeCtion to 
the foreign Power of Papal Uſurpation, under which 
our Forefathers, as appears by many Acts of Parlia- 
ment long preceeding the Reformation, deeply 
groaned, becauſe they greatly ſuffered : A Subjection, 
equally deſtitute of all Foundation in Reaſon or Re- 
ligion, as it was injurious to the Honour and preju- 
dicial to the Intereſt of this free, and independent 
Kingdom ! This I need not mention, the learned 
Dr. Borrow, whoſe excellent Writings I am glad 
of every Occaſion to recommend to my younger 
Brethren, has compleatly proved in his unanſwerable 
Treatiſe of the Pope's Supremacy. 


Bur after all; this regular and chriſtian Form of 
Government in the Church, however good in itſelf 
and well adapted to the Frame of the Civil Conſti- 
tution, would ſtill be of leſs Service, if proper Care 
was not alſo taken, that the important Offices of 
Religion, the Worſhip of Almighty Gop, and 
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the Inſtruction of the People ſhould be duly regarded 
and performed. 


For this purpoſe the whole divine Scheme of 
Man's Redemption, by the meritorious Interpoſition 
of the Son of God, and all the intereſting Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, are exhibited as the Faith of the 
Church of Erglend, to be publiſhed by her Mini- 
ſters, for the Inſtruction of the Young and Ignorant, 
and the Confirmation of thoſe, who are more ad- 
vanced in Years and Knowledge. 


ToGETHER with the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
great Care is taken to inculcate and recommend, 
what muſt always be allowed of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance, the ſincere Practice of Piety and Virtue, in 
every Inſtance that regards our Creator, our F cllows 
creatures, or Ourſelves, 


Trxz Beneficial Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, the 
holy Sacraments, the Badges of our Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, the Comfort of Individuals, and the Union 
of the collective Body of Chriſtians, are likewiſe 
celebrated, as they always ought to be, with a pious 
Regard to the original Appointment. The ſacred 
Memorial of our bleſſed Saviour's Death is ſolem- 
nized in that compleat manner, which himſelf, our 
ſupreme Lawgiver, has expreſsly preſcribed, without 
that daring and ſacrilegious Defiance of his Authori- 
ty, the withdrawing the Cup from the Chriſtian, 

People; 
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People: And tho', with pious Gratitude, the Death 
of our bleſſed Redeemer is very properly commemo- 
rated in that ſubmiſſive Poſture, in which the pre- 
vious Confeſſion of Sins had juſtly placed offending 
Sinners; yet this Act of humble Devotion is by the 
Authority of the Rubric itſelf ſufficiently cleared of 
any Deſign to worſhip, or even acknowledge any 
corporal Preſence in the conſecrated Elements. 


BAPT IsM is adminiſtred in its original Simplicity, 
with Water, in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; attended with a ſignificant 
Declaration of not being aſhamed of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, very antient in the Chriſtian Church | frontem 
crucis fignaculo terimus, ſays a very venerable Wri- 
ter of the Second Century] and free from thoſe vain 
and ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, with which this ſacred 
Ordinance was encumber'd by that fruitful Parent 
of Superſtition the Church of Rome. 


Tux Children of Chriſtian Parents, that they 
may not appear in a leſs comfortable Situation, un- 
der the gracious Oeconomy of the Goſpel, than they 
were placed by Circumciſion under the more rigo- 
rous Diſpenſation of the Jewiſh Law, the Children 
of Chriſtian Parents, with an additional Security by 
the Engagements of Sponſors for their Chriſtian | 
Education, are by Baptiſm admitted into the Chriſ- 
tian Church, under the Direction of an inſpired - 
Apoltle, Repent and be baptized every one of you, 

fer 
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Far the Promiſe is to you and to your Children, and to 


as many as are afar off; agreeably to the Practice 


of the Apoſtles themſelves, who upon the Conver- 
ſion of Parents received their Off-ſpring into the 
Church, and baptized the Houſhold : Confirmed alſo 
by the unqueſtionable Uſage of the Primitive 
Church (by no means detective in its Regard to 
Infants) as has been fully evinced, by particular De- 
ductions of the ſeveral Centuries, in the learned and 
accurate Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm: But above all, 


ſupported by that benign Declaration of our Lord 


and Maſter, which well juſtifies the Admiſſion of 
thoſe into the Church Militant, whom he is pleaſed 
to receive into the Chrirch Triumphant ; Sufer little 


Children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 


Wren Children are advanced to Year of Diſcre- 


tion, and becomeacquainted with their Baptiſmal Ob- 


ligations; as a ſeaſonable Act of Piety, and a charita- 
ble Monition in that dangerous Stage of Life, farther 
Care is taken that they ſhould be brought to a pub- 
lick Recognition of their important Engagement at 
Baptiſm. And when in the Face of the Chriſtian 
Church they folemnly bind their own Souls, they 


are earneſtly recommended to the Divine Grace and 
Mercy, in a very ſuitable Prayer, attended according 
to the Apoltle's own Deſcription (Heb. vi. 2.) with 


the Solemnity of Impoſition of Hands by the Biſhop; 


very conformably to the Deſcription of the Uſage of 


4 the 


"oo - A - 
— << a by 
— 


(17) 
the antient Church; Dehinc (7. e. after Baptiſm ) 


Alanus imponttur per benedictionem, advocans & in. 
vitans ſpiritum ſanctum. 


Nos can it be objected, that all theſe appointed 
Offices are meer ſtated Forms. Forms indeed they 
are, but Forms wiſely compiled, and highly uſeful, 
No Superſtition, no Enthuſiaſm, no Abſurdites to 
be charged upon them, happily expreſs'd in the 
known vulgar Language, with a Dignity that be- 
ſpeaks the devout Attention of the greateſt Genius 
and a Plainneſs obvious to the loweſt Capacity. 


Ir Premeditation be ee and to approach the 
awful Majeſty of Heaven without it ſeems great Pre- 


ſumption, the well weighed Sentiments, which are the 
Reſult of that Premeditation, may certainly be com- 
mitted to Writing: And will theſe Sentiments be 
rendered leſs proper, or leſs uſeful, for being exa- 


mined and improved by ſeveral pious and learned 
Men ? 


Ann when a wiſe and inſtructive Form of pub- 
lic Prayer is thus compoſed, ex preſſive of the 
ſame Wants, imploring through the only Me- 
diator the ſame neceſſary Pardon, Protection and 
Mercy; and acknowledging the Goodneſs of our 
common Father in Heaven; can it be judged either 
neceſſary or prudent to make continual Alterations, 
merely for the ſake of Change? Nor is it eaſy fo 
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conceive, why a Number of eminent and able Men, 
under the Sanction of public Authority, may not as 
juſtly, and ſure as decently and with as little aſ- 
fuming, prepare a Form of public Worſhip ; as to 
inveſt a ſingle Perſon with that great and abſolute 
Power of offering to Almighty God, in the Name 
and Behalf of the People, thoſe Petitions, and thoſe 
only, which he alone in his private Capacity is 
pleaſed to judge proper. In either Circumſtance, 
the Prayer is, and muſt be, made for the Congrega- 
tion; but in one Caſe it has a previous Approbation, 
and may be fixt deeper on the Mind, by previous 
Meditation. 


Tur Authority of our bleſſed Lord in preſcribing 
a moſt excellent Form of Prayer ; the appointed 
Form of Baptiſm, conſtantly obſerved in the Church; 
ſeveral antient Liturgies, to which indeed Additions 
may have been made in ſubſequent Ages; and very 
remarkably the ſacred Hymns, mentioned in Anti- 
quity by the Enemies as well as Friends of Chriſtia- 
nity, evidently ſhew that a fixed and ſtated Method 
of public Worthip, which had alſo been unqueſtion- 
ably exerciſed by God's ancient People the Feros, is 
agreeable to the original Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Church, and warranted by the Practice of eminent 
and learned Men and holy Martyrs, in the pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, many of whom compiled Li- 
turgies for public Uſe and Benefit, in their re- 
ſpective Dioceſes; which ſeems to have been the 
moſt 
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moſt early Uſage, before larger and more general 
Aſſemblies could be ſafely and conveniently held. 


In ſhort (for I ſhould detain you too long by enu- 
merating every Particular) from the firſt kind and 
beneficial Office at the Entrance of Life, to the Jail 
friendly though mournful Solemnity at the Grave, 
great Care is taken to ſuit the public Service of the 


Church to the Wants, and to the Improvement of 
Chriſtian People. 


AxD yet under all theſe Advantages, all theſe co- 
gent Arguments from Reaſon, Scripture and Anti- 
quity, ſuch is the Chriſtian Temper, ſuch the amia- 
ble Candour and Condeſcention of the Church of 
England, that with the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church who have declared, quod non religionts off 
cogere religionem qua ſponte ſuſcipi debeat non vi, 
{he abhors all Methods of Violence and all the In- 
fluence of Perſecution ; and with the other odious 
Abſurdities of Popery, moſt cordially rejects that 
unchriſtian, cruel, perſecuting Spirit, which ſpreads 
Miſery and Devaſtation upon Earth, and calls down 
Fire from Heaven: In Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe, the pities their Miſtakes, and endea- 
vours their Conviction, but deſires not to deſtroy 
thoſe Lives that Chrift Jeſus came to fave, nor cruelly 
to awaken the Terrors of the ſecular Arm. 
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Tr1s brief Repreſentation of the general Frame 
of the Church 1s ſufficient, as I hinted before, to en-- 
gage and continue our beſt Endeavours to preſerve 
and recommend ſo well concerted, ſo wile and uſe- 
ful an Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion ; and 
thereby happily approve ourſelves to God and our 


own Conſcience, 


To attain theſe valuable Ends, a due Obſervance 
of the Rules and Canons of the Church ; an orderly 
and regular, a decent and ferious Performance of all 
the Offices of Religion are highly requifite, It will 
always prove extreamly difficult to engage a general 
Eſteem, where thoſe who are immediately con- 
cerned ſhew little or no Regard, As on the con- 
trary, if a Man withdraw not his Shoulder from the 
Burthen, but upon every Occaſion appears truly de- 
ſirous to obſerve the Rules to which he is himſelf 
ſubject, he may with greater Eaſe and more Succeſs 
prevail with others to yield a due Submiſſion, And 
indeed very excellent Rules are preſcribed for the 
juſt Performance of all the ſeveral Offices of Reli- 
gion; and that no Clergyman might ever be un- 
mindful of his ſacred Character, theſe Rules are 
ſo minute as to direct upon all Occaſions a ſtrict 
Guard upon ourſelves ; and require ſomething even 
in the Dreſs and Habit of a Clergyman to diſtin- 
guiſh his holy Profeſſion. And tho' the Letter of 
the ancient Canons (and very antient ones there are 

| to 


( 21 ) 
to this Purpoſe) or even of the lateſt Canon upon 
this Subje& cannot perhaps, with any tolerable De- 
cency, be now exactly obſerved, yet the Spirit and 
Intention may and ought to be well purſued, by ap- 
pearing conſtantly in ſuch a Dreſs as declares our 
Profeſſion ; and thereby obtains the two great Ends 
E. of the Appointment of a diſtinguiſhed Habit, viz. 
. the ſecuring an Eſtimation due to the ſpecial Meſ- 
| ſengers and Miniflers of Almighty God, as it is ex- 
preſſed in the 74th Canon; and preſerving always 
in our own Mind the Remembrance of our facred 

Character, 


But I proceed — The public Service of 
the Church, where a Congregation can be collected, 
is conſtantly and regularly to be performed, al- 
ways ſeriouſly, gravely and diſtinctly. The holy 
Sacraments are to be adminiſtered with the utmoſt 
Reverence and Devotion : And that they may be 
attended with due Regard and proper Influence, 
great Care is to be taken to prepare the Minds of 
the People for a due Attendance on theſe divine In- 
ſtitutions, by explaining the Nature, the Defign and 
Benefits of them, and by repreſenting the Qualih- 
cations requiſite to a beneficial Participation, Pre- 
vious Notice of the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, I make no Queſtion, is always regularly given. 


Tur Weird of Ged is to be preached and ex- 
plained to the People, with Diligence, with Plain- 
neſs, with an affectionate Seriouſneſs. Moſt Ow 
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expedient it certainly is, unleſs very particular Cir- 

cumſtances require the contrary, to avoid in the 
Pulpit a deep, controverſial Method of explaining 
Points of Divinity. A real Improvement in Piety 
and Virtue will be much better effected by a ſerious 
and plain Diſcourſe upon the great Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, or the neceſlary Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life, than by engaging the Attention of a 
common Audience to the Objections of Adverſaries, 
or amuſing their Minds with the Subtilties of Con- 
troverſy. The Language and Authority of Scrip- 
ture, ſeriouſly and properly applied, according to 
the Senſe and not the Sound, will have great 
Weight in a Chriſtian Audience; and practical 
preaching, obvious even to infertor Capacities, beſt 
promote, what a Chriſtian Preacher ſhould always 
have in View, a pious and holy Life, 


Bor beſides this more general Information hy 
Preaching ; the Church has wiſely and carefully 
provided for a preparative Inſtruction by the ſeaſo- 


nable and compaſſionate Work of Catechifing, With 


how much Diligence and Care the Catechumens of 
Old were faithfully inſtructed, I need not mention 
in this Aſſembly; or that the Eccleſiaſtical and Sta- 
tute Law, the Canons and Rubric of our own 


Church, have in the ſtricteſt Manner enjoined this 


important and uſeful Labour of Love, to remove 


the Ignorance, and form the Morals of young 
People. 
LeT 
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« LEr me intreat you, ſays a moſt eminent Wri- 
ter, to look after cathechiſing and inſtructing the 
Youth of your Pariſh. He that would reform the 
World to Purpoſe, muſt begin with the Youth, 
and train them up in the Ways of Religion and 


Virtue.“ 


« TE main Care of the Education of Chil- 
dren muſt lie upon Parents, but yet Miniſters 
ought not only to put them in Mind of their Du- 
ty but to aſſiſt them all they can; and by pub- 
lic catechiſing frequently to inſtruct both thoſe 
who have not learned and thoſe who are aſhamed 
to learn any other Way. And you muſt uſe the 


+ beſt Means you can to bring them into an Eſteem 


of it, which is by letting them ſee you do it, not 
meerly becauſe you are required to do it, but be- 
cauſe it is a Thing fo uſeful to them and to their 
Children. There is a great Difference between 


People's being able to talk over a Set of Phraſes 


about Religious Matters, and underſtanding the 
true Grounds, which are eaſieſt learned and un- 
derſtood and remembred in the ſhort. catechetical 
Way.” 


ITis ſufficient barely to mention that theſe are the 


Words of BisHop STILLINGFLEET ; no Encomi- 


ur need to be added to that great Name; nor o- 
ther Authorities produced, which might be done in 


great 


(24) 
great Number and Weight, to ſupport his dent 


ments. 


IT gives me true Satisfaction that this uſeful Duty, 
which the Church judging of high Importance has 


enjoined in the 3th Canon under the ſevere Penaltics 


of Suſpenſion and Excommunication, is in ſo many 


Places of this Dioceſe ſo regularly performed; nor 
after this public Notification, can I at all ſuppoſe 
that there will be any Neglect in any one Pariſh 
thus to explain the Principles and Duties of Reli- 
gion in the moſt inſtructive Manner; or that the 
beſt Endeavours will not be univerſally employed 


with Parents and Maſters to ſend their Children. 


and Servants, as they are bound in Conſcience and 


required by Law, to receive the Benefit of this ne- 
ceſſary Inſtruction, ſo Kindly provided for them. 


Ap as I fully rely, my Reverend Brethren, 
upon your faithful Diligence thus effectually to pre- 
pare young Perſons tor Confirmation ; fo ſhall I, 


by the Bleſſing of Almighty God, continue my 


beſt Endeavours that this antient and uſeful Office 
may be perform'd, at proper Times and Places, in 
the moſt regular, ſerious and beneficial Manner. 


Bur beſides the faithful Diſcharge of the public 


Offices of Religion, a Miniſter of a Pariſh may. be, , 
greatly ſerviceable in his private Intercourſe with the 
People committed to his Charge; ing, as is moſt 


4 5 ſolemnly 


( 25 ) 


ſolemnly promiſed at his Ordination, both public and 
private Monitions and Exbortations, as well to the 
Sick, as to the Whole, within his Cure, as Need all 
require, and Occaſion ſhall be given. 


Ix viſiting the Sick a Clergyman may come too 
late, if he ſtays 'till the Advances of Death, which 
is too often the Caſe, importunately preſs for his im- 
mediate Attendance : When there is but little Room 
in a State of ſo much Concern and Confuſion, to 
adminiſter any real Service to a poor expiring Mor- 
tal, or fix any laſting Impreſſions upon the paſſionate 
Spectators of his approaching Exit, A friendly Vi- 
fit, uninvited and prudently conducted, may aftord 
Opportunities of doing greater Service both to the 
ſick Perſon and thoſe about him. And in Caſe of 
a Recovery, Gratitude for that Mercy ſhould he 
ſtrongly recommended, with the wholeſome Advice 
of retaining a conſtant Remembrance of thoſe juſt 
Sentiments of Piety and Virtue, which are too com- 
monly more regarded in Seaſons of Sickneſs and 


Diſtreſs than in the Time of Health and Proſperity. 


In many other Caſes the private Labours of a 
Clergyman will be greatly uſeful ; which renders his 
careful RESIDENCE among his People more defire- 
able and more neceſſary. His friendly Council and 
Aſſiſtance, upon many Emergencies, may be of great 
Comfort and Advantage to his Flock. He may not 
only recommend, but as Occaſion requires explain 
E Proper 
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proper and uſeful Books for the Improvement of his 
People, eſpecially the younger Part of his Charge. 
And for this Purpoſe it will not perhaps be altoge- 
ther ſuperfluous to mention, that many ſerious and 
inſtructive ſmall Tracts and Books, compoſed by 
eminent Divines of the Church of England, are 
charitably diſtributed by an excellent SocttETyY, in 
London, inſtituted for the promoting Chriſtian Kninw.. 
ledge ; from whom any Number of theſe practical, 


uſeful Tracts may be obtained at a very moderate 
Expence, 


A Clergyman's private Labours may ſtill be farther 
uſeful in coavincing and reclaiming Sinners, who 
diſregard or avoid the Means of public Inſtruction ; 
and in the Chriſtian and pleafant Work of compo- 
fing unhappy. Differences, maintaining and ſetting 
forward, to which he is expreſsly engaged, as much 
as in him lieth, Quietneſs, Peace and Love among all 
Chriſtian People; in one Word, promoting the in- 
tended good Effects of public Adminiſtrations by 
prudent Advice and private Council; and by that 
perſuaſive Argument a regular Behaviour becoming 
a wholeſome Example and Pattern to the Flock of 
Chrift. © 


To be put in Remembrance of theſe Things can- 
not be improper for the oldeſt of us, though what 
has been offered upon the ſeveral Duties of a Clergy- 
man is intended chiefly for my younger Brethren, 

""" 
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as what 1 am now going to add with Refpect to an 
Improvement in uſeful Learning and Knowledge, 
peculiarly relates to them, who have ſo lately pro- 
miſed to be fludicus in reading and learning the 
Scriptures, Which 'tis to be hoped will be carefully 
done in the Original, Diligent Application to an Im- 
provement in ſound Knowledge, begun in the early 
Stages of Life, will produce great Comfort and Satis- 
faction, as well as much Uſefulneſs in the more ad- 
vanced Periods ; and if once the pleaſant and inſtruc- 
tive Buſineſs of ſpending ſome Hours every Day in 
purſuing ſuch learned Inquiries, ſuch Studies as are 
ſuited to a Chriſtian Divine is by Cuſtom made ta- 
miliar, which I truſt is the common Caſe, this Me- 
thod of Life will ſoon grow into a ſettled Habit, at- 
tended with much Tranquillity and Comfort. A 
few of the beſt Books, at firſt eſpecially, thoroughly 
ſtudied and well digeſted, ſtill reſortiug to the holy 
Scriptures in the Original, will give young Clergy- 
men, for to ſuch only I am now ſpeaking, more 
ſubſtantial Knowledge in the Principles and Duties 
of the Chriſtian Religion, than can be acquired by 2 
haſty Paſſage over a much larger Field of Learning, 
Our own Church happily affords ſome cxcellent 
Productions for this Purpoſe, which are within the 
Reach of every Hand; to which I hope will be 
added the venerable Remains of the three firſt Cen- 
uries at leaſt ; and theſe to our Misfortune, by the 
Injury of Time and the Effects of ſeveral Perſecu- 
tions, now lie in no great Compaſs, Sh | 
| n E 2 . 'THERF 
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Tuexx is another Point, which is of general Con- 
cern, that ſhould be mentioned with an Earneſtneſs, 
if poſſible, equal to the great Importance of it: 
This is not only to enjoin, but to entreat and beſeech 
you with the utmoſt Importunity that the ſtricteſt 
Caution may upon all Occaſtons be faithfully uſed 
in ſigning Teſtimonials. Theſe ſolemn Approba- 
tions are by no Means Matter of Favour, or Matter 
of meer Form, but of Juſtice, ſtrict Juſtice—— 
Juſtice to yourſelves, to your own Character and 
Reputation, and facred Profethon—— Juſtice to 
your Biſhop, who places a Truſt and Confidence in 
vour Fidelity and Integrity—— Juſtice to the 
Church of God, which is entituled to your true and 
faithful Service, Where a Character is not well 
known, no ſolemn Atteſtation ſhould be given to 
the Goodneſs of it, much leſs when the contrary 
is known, or too juſtly ſuſpected. Tis not Charity; 
Charity is founded in Truth and Juſtice, Let no 


Importunity, no falſe Compaſſion, for falſe Com- 


paſſion it certainly is, ever extort this Act of Fal- 
ſhood, in its Conſequences moſt pernicious to true 
Religion, Be not. Partakers of other Mens Sins, 


'TrarT no Miſtake might ariſe upon this Head, a 


> ſettled Form has been diſperſed for this Purpoſe, 


which I doubt not will be carefully obſerved ; and 


timely Notice always given by thoſe, who intend to 


offer themſelves as Candidates for Holy Orders, pur- 
4 „ (ant 
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ſuant to the Directions already tranſmitted to the 
ſeveral Incumbents ; who will upon no Account, I 
preſume, make any Nomination, or give any Title to 


a Curacy but what 1s real, of which it is my Duty 


to continue to make a ſtrict Inquiry. 


Tar Reception of a Curate, without the Exami- 
nation and Admiſſion of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, 
is a flagrant Contradiction to the Law and to the 
Canons of the Church, attended with much Incon- 
venience and Miſchief, Not only Perſons, who 
though really in Orders have been juſtly repudiated 
in one Dioceſe, do in this wregular Way find im- 
proper Reception in another ; but what is ſtill more 
ſhocking, the moſt ſacred Offices of Religion have, 
in fact, by this uncanonical Practice been daringly 
adminiſtred by ſuch abandoned Perſons, who are ſo 
far from being conſtituted in Holy Orders, that they 
have lived and acted in an impious Courſe of the 
moſt deteſtable Falſhood and Impoſition. 


No wonder the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, 


and the Church of England in particular, has excr- 


ciſed ſo much Caution upon this neceſſary Point, 
in which the Preſervation of Order is ſo eſſentially 


concerned: So much Caution, that we find the fol- 
lowing Conſtitution made in the Reign of Edward II. 
and confirmed, among others, by 25 Henry VIII. 
Nullo modo admittantur i gnoti ſacerdotes nifi prius 
confuterit de eorum Ordinatione, vitæ munditia pa- 


riter 


0.300 
riter & literalura. And again, Item præcipimus ne . 
facerdotes 1gnott de quorum ordinatione non conſtat ad f 
divinorum celebrationem deſerviends eccleſiis admit- 
tantur ; niſi de licentia Epiſcopi dioceſan ; cum fer 
literas teftimoniales, vel teſtimonium bonerum dil o- 
rum, de eorum vere conſtiterit ordinatione & ſufict- 
enter facta fuerit fides. 


So far from being allowed to adminiſter divine 
Offices, that by another more anticnt Canon we find 
theſe unauthorized Wanderers, excluded from re- 
ceiving the holy Sacrament, Preſbytero five Diacons 
fine antiſtitis 2 epiſtolis ambulanti communionem 
nullus impendat. In a Caſe ſo plain and ſo | impor- 
tant 1 will add no more. 


de there is likewiſe an Act of Juſtice to your Suc- 
ceſſors, as well as to yourſelves, that I mention with 
Concern upon obſerving by the An{wers made to the 
Queries tranſmitted to you laſt Year, that the Rights of 
» theChurch have in ſeveral Inſtances beenunhappily loſt. 
Tho' this Topic may have the Appearance, tis an Ap- 
pearance only of a meer temporal Concern: Nor is 
It to be regarded in that View, but conſidered as of 
a ſpiritual Nature, being the only Proviſion for the 
continued Performance of ſpiritual Offices; and 
thereby becomes in a high Degree a Matter of Truſt 
and Conſcience. Every Incumbent, however his 
own tranſient Intereſt may be connected, is undoubt- 
edly a Truliee,— A Truſtee for 8 Public, to pre- 
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ſerve what is allotted by Law for a very uſeful pub- 
lie Service and Adminiſtration: A Truſtee likewiſe 
tor his Succeſſors; for to his preſent Care the Con- 
iticution has committed their future Subſiſtence and 
Support. A litigious, contentious Diſpoſition ſhould 
never be encouraged ; yet too great Readineſs in 
oiving up the Property of another is a Conduct by 
119) means very commendable in a Truſtee. You are 
conſtituted not only the temporary Poſſeſſors, but 
the Guardians of the Patrimony of the Church; 
not the indolent, much leſs the voluntary Deſtroy- 
cis of what is yours only, under a Confidence in your 
Fidelity and Care. This Buſineſs will be executed 
more ſecurely, if You tranſmit by faithful and ac- 
curate Terriers, proper to be renewed at convenient 
Diſtances of Time, an exact Account of the ſeveral 

Parts of your Truſt, the Rights and Poſſeſſions of 
vour reſpective Churches. 


Tux Particulars that have been already mentioned 
fall very much-under your fingle Care ; other Mat- 
ters there are where your Concurrence and Aſſiſtance 

nay be of great Uſe and Benefit. 


Tre Practice of citing before the Ordinary a 
Number of ſubſtantial Inhabitants in every Parith, 
called Teſtes Synodales, has for many Years been 
intirely diſuſed ; And of courſe his Information, tor- 
nerly more large and extenſive, now, in a manner, 
wholly ariſes from the Church-Wardens, How de- 
fective 
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fective in many Caſes this Information proves is but 
too notorious: The decent Support and Repair of 
Churches; the neceſſary Proviſions for the regular 
Performance of divine Service; the Preſentment of 
Offenders ſubject to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; the 
Juſtice to preſerve and improve, the faithful Care to 
diſtribute every pious Donation or charitable Be- 
queſt ; are Matters of Importance that well juſtify 
and require the Advice and Aſſiſtance of the Mini- 
ſter to Church-Wardens, not always ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with, or inclined to the regular and com- 
pleat Diſcharge of the Duties of their Office; and 
make it neceſſary to put them frequently in Mind of 
the Obligation of the ſolemn Oath they have taken 
faithfully to, diſcharge that Office. And in Caſes 
where they are totally negligent, the Miniſter is by 
Law empowered. to ſupply that Defect. 


I ſhall treſpaſs upon your Time no longer than 
by mentioning, what .is indeed of manifold Im- 


portance, how neceſſary it is upon all Occaſions to 


remember that we are Members and Miniſters of a 
PROTESTAN T Church; bound in Gratitude, as wel! 
as Duty, to pay and to inculcate a chearful Obedience 
to that gracious Proteſtant Prince, whoſe ſteady Af- 
tection to our well framed Eſtabliſhment, whoſe 
watchful Care to defend and ſupport it, upon 
many Occaſions extreamly conſpicuous, have 
well verified that early Declaration upon his Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne © That the Preſervation of the 
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(33) 
Church of Exgland ſhould be his firſt, and al- 
«© ways his chief Care.” 


A Proteſtant Prince is truly neceſſary to the Sub- 
fiſtence of a Proteſtant Church: Enemies as well as 
Friends concur in this Opinion, Hence ſo many 
Dangers to their Perſons, their Eſtates, their Lives, 
their Families; hence ſuch Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure have been incurred on the Popiſh Side of 
the Queſtion. And, is all this to ſupport the Church 
of England, and preſerve the Proteſtant Religion 
No. They, who are well ſkilled in the Maxims of 
this World's Policy, have other Views and other 
Motives ; they have full and explicit Aſſurances, 
which within our Memory could not be obtained for 
the Church of Englaud in the moſt inviting Cir- 
cumſtances to grant it. They know full well the 
Conſequences of their Succeſs in that deſtructive 
Projet of introducing a Popiſh Pretender, May a 
2racious God forgive the Sins of the Nation, and. 
tor ever avert this dreadful Judgment ! 


Hayey were it for our poor ſuffering Proteſtant 
Brethren abroad, in very many Countries, if all this 
were but meer Surmiſe and Speculation : But alaſs ! 
by woeful Experience they ſenſibly feel, that Miſery 
to a Proteſtant People and Deſtruction to the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt is the ſure, the conſtant, the unavoid- 
able Effect of a Popiſh Prince. Had the contrary 
but once come to paſs, it might at leaſt have been 

E thought 
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thought poſſible ; but tis to be hoped the fatal Ex- 
periment will never he repeated 1 in England, till one 
fingle Inſtance has happened in ſome other Proteſ- 
tant Country; leaſt of all repeated in a Caſe where 
there is ſtrong Evidence of peculiar Bigotry, ſtu- 
diouſly inculcated from the very Dawn of Life. A 
Popiſh Guardian therefore to a Proteſtant Church 
would be juſt as wite and prudent ; and upon Ex- 
periment will always prove as ſafe and beneficial, as 


the Appointment of a devouring Wolf to guard and 
protec the innocent Flock. 


WurNEvrR Popery is to be introduced, the firſt 
Attacks will certainly be made upon the Church of 
England. Experience, freſh in the Memory of 
many now alive, fully evinces that the Church of 
England is conſidered, by Popiſh Rage and Super- 
ſtition, as the Strength and Glory of the Reforma- 
tion, and was therefore deſtin'd as an early Victim 
to the blind and unrelenting Zeal of Popery; in 
Defiance of the greateſt Obligations, the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances, and the plaineſt Maxims of Policy and 
Intereſt. 


Turs Things I barely mention; it is unneceſ- 
ſary to dwell long upon them in this Audience, that 
you may continue, my Reverend Brethren, to re- 
mind your People of the ſubſtantial Happineſs they 
enjoy in a Proteſtant Government, the only Secu- 


rity 
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rity under divine Providence of the Continuance of 
the Proteſtant Religion, 


"Tis highly criminal in any Man, after his Soul 
is bound by an Oath, to violate that awful Obliga- 
tion; but it gives the moſt ſhocking Idea of a Chriſ- 
tian Clergyman, after he has made the moſt folemn 
Appeal to the great Searcher of Hearts in Oaths the 
moſt plain and explicit that could be compoſed 
after the daily, open Recognition of theſe important 
Engagements in the public Prayers of the Church 
at the very Altar in the Celebration of the 
higheſt Ordinance of the Chriſtian Religion — If 
after all this—— If after having prayed that God 
would give a Prince Victory over all his Enemies, 
any Clergyman ſhould be found among thoſe Ene- 
mies, by open Encouragement or ſecret Connivance, 
by a culpable Neutrality or private Approbation ; as 
n Cenſure can be too heavy, no Puniſhment too ſe- 
vere for a Crime, equally indecent and diſloyal, that 
{aps the Foundations of all Religion and Truth, 
brings the higheſt Scandal upon the ſacred Orders, 
and muſt in the Event deſtroy the Church of Eng- 
and: So be aſſured, my Reverend Brethren, be 
perfectly aſſured that it is the full Purpoſe and De- 
termination of my Mind, never to entertain fo black; 
0 dreadful an Idea of any one Clergyman, without 
the moſt Hagrant and convincing Proof, which Fam 
perſuaded it will never be my Grict and my Mif-. 
*ortune to recclve. 
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Non can this Article of deſiring you to perſevere 
in recommending, by Precept and Example, a du- 
tiful and neceſſary Allegiance to a Proteſtant Prince 
be thought in the leaſt forcign or unſuitable, eſpe- 
cially in ſuch a Juncture, to the preſent Solemnity. 
*Tis obeying an Apoſtolical Injunction to the firſt 
Biſhop of Crete: For among other important Mat- 

ters which he and all ſucceeding Biſhops are directed 


to give in Charge, we find one Particular was, t put 
Men in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Pows 


ers, and to.obey Magiſtrates. 


Tur PowtErs THAT BE, we are aſſured by the 
fame Authority, are ordained of Gop; and for the 
Preſervation of his true Religion have been provi- 
dentially and mercifully preſerved, have ſubſiſted 


and been acknowledged by the People in every Ca- 


pacity at Home, and by all the Powers abroad ; long 
enough to ſatisfy any rational Mind, for now more 
than half a Century: Unleſs, inſtead of yielding 
Obedience to a Government thus univerſally recog- 
nized, under which every Subject enjoys full Pro- 
tection, we are to be for ever puzzled and per- 
plexed with vain Enquiries into the dark and diſ- 
tant Origin of Titles and Pretences; which, in no 
Kingdom in Europe, were leſs certain, or from the 
Time of the Roman Invaſions, have met with more 
frequent Changes and Revolutions; or can, at pre- 

ſent, 


wee 


Co) 


ſent, with any Exactneſs be leſs clearly fix'd and aſ- 


certained. 


To theſe ſtrong Conſiderations of Gratitude, In- 
tereſt and Duty, tis ſuperfluous to add any Number 
of human Authorities. One only ſhall be men- 
tioned, tis of the higheſt Nature, and will come 
with the greateſt Weight, as from a true and boun- 
tiful Friend to the Church of England, that pions 
and excellent Princeſs Queen ANN, whoſe compaſ- 
ſonate Regard was munihcently manifeſted to the 
pooreſt and moſt diftreſied of its Sons. Nor can 
any Words he more juſt, or more expreſſive, than 
er Royal Declaration, — © If ever the Deſigns of 
* a Popiſh Pretender, bred up inthe Principles of 
the moſt arbitrary Government, ſhould take Place, 
all that is dear to you mult be irrecoverably loſt,” 
roper at all Times to be carefully remembered! 
ut cſpecially at this important JunEture, when our 
aatural, conſtant and dangerous Enemy 1s attempting 
to enſlave Europe, and perfect for ever the Ruin of 
this Proteſtant Chureh and Nation. 


Box in the laſt Place, and what is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to ourſelves, and to the Church of 
God ; 'tis abſolutely neceffary to keep a ſtrict Guard 
upon our own Conduct, and in every Reſpect exhi- 
bit to the World an inſtructive N of the real 
Influence of good Principles. 


"FM 
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'T'ts a great Satisfaction, that upon the beſt Ob- 
{ervation 1 can make, tis by no means neceſſary to 
detain you long upon this Subject, who well know 
that beſides the common Obligations, great and pow - 
erful though common to all Chriſtians, the very 
Profeſſion of a Clergyman and his ſolemn Engage- 
ments at his Ordination to that Office, give addi- 
tional Force to every Argument for the moſt exact 


Piety and Virtue. 2 I 
Tur more excellent our Conſtitution is, and the 4 
clearer Light and better Help is afforded ; the more 4 
juſt and natural it is to expect a Behaviour ſuitable * 
ta thetic Advantages, 2 
Tu Directions of the Holy Scriptures to this f 
Purpoſe, for I chooſe to confine myſelf to theſe, £ 
are, you know, very numerous and very ſtrong : That * 
the Minifters of Chriſt fhould take Heed to themſelves, 2 J 
and to their Pofirine, aud tothe Min:/iry, which they f - 


have received, that they may fulfil it. To be an Ex- 4 ik 
ample to the Believers in Word, in Converſation, in 7 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity: To give 
Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, 
balding the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, 
and adorning the Difrine of God our Saviour in all 
Things. a . 
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Tres? pious Endeavours will do Credit to out 
Holy Profeſſion, ſupport and recommend the 
Church in which we miniſter ; and in the hap- 

Event, through the Divine Aſſiſtance and 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, both ſave ourſelyes and thoſe 
that hear us, 
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